Questions for exploring Identity in American Born Chinese

After reading American Born Chinese explore these questions in preparation for a narrative about
a time when you felt alienated.

ON THE MORNING AFTER WE ARRIVED, WITH THE SCENT OF OUR OLD HOME -
STILL LINGERING IN MY CLOTHES, I WAS SENT OFF TO MRS, GREEDER'S THIRD
GRADE AT MAYFLOWER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.,

CLASS,ID LIKE US ALL TO
GIVE A WARM MAYFLOWER ELEMENTARY
WELCOME TO YOUR NEW FRIEND AND
CLASSMATE JING JANG!

Figure 1. Welcome to Suburbia! (Yang ABC 30).

NOW BE
MY MOMMA NICE, Timmy! I'M SURE

SAYS CHINESE PEOPLE JiN DOESN'T
EAT DOGS, DO THAT!

IN FACT,
JIN'S FAMILY
PROBABLY
STOPPED THAT
SORT OF THING
AS SOON AS THEY
CAME TO THE
UNITED
STATES!

Figure 2. Chinese people don’t eat dogs, at least not in America (Yang ABC 31).

1. What are some of the stereotypes presented in American Born Chinese?

2. What are some of Jin Wang’s struggles with identity?

3. How does your ethnicity shape your identity?
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4. How do your parents shape your identity? What expectations do they expect you to fulfill?

5. What emotions are exhibited by each of ABC’s characters? How are they representative of that
character?

6. Yang uses humor to poke fun at stereotypes. Have you or anyone you know had an experience that
was funny to others but not to you? If possible, explain.

7. Why do you think the author uses a television show to tell the story of “Chin-Kee”?

8. Do you ever “pose” as someone else? Who and why?

9. What is your true identity?

10. What is your perception of people labeled “American born Chinese”?

11. The transformer toy in American Born Chinese represents the many alterations or transformations the
characters go through in order to fit into American society. How do the characters “transform”
themselves? How do you transform yourself to fit into the American mainstream?

12. If you had to predict Jin Wang’s future, what do you think lies in store for him? Will he remain true
to himself?



