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Pre-reading Activities for Bayou by Jeremy Love 

 

Look at the following two pictures, and answer the questions below (don’t worry about getting the 

answers wrong, this is just an exercise to get you thinking about Bayou): 

 

 

Figure 1.  Panels two and three of Bayou. 

 

1.  What’s your first impression?  What do these panels remind you of? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What is happening in this sequence? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Where and when does Bayou take place?  What do you know about this time and place? 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What does the flag under “Welcome to Charon, Mississippi” stand for?  What does it make you think 

of? 
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5.  Who is driving the truck in the background?  

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Do the bunnies remind you of anything?  What? 

 

 

 

 

 

7.   What does the sign “Colored Entrance” tell you about Charon, Mississippi? 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  What does the bird signify?  How do you know? 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  Who is the man hanging from the tree?  Why do you suppose he was killed?  What do you know about 

lynchings? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  Who are the people in the background?  Why are they there? 

 

 

 

 

 

11.  How might this sequence fit in the whole text? 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Could it symbolize the whole work?  How? 

 

 

 

 

13.  What are the paradoxes presented in these panels? 


